quality almost impossible to find today. All have one distinguished characteristic in common, their superb, nearly original condition.
These eight pieces of furniture are products of a period covering almost a hundred years, from 1650 to 1740. They therefore afford us an opportunity to study the changing tastes of this early period in our country's history.
We know that immediately after the first landings and the creation of the first settlements along the shoreline of New England the house ABOVE:
Carved front of a Bible box, probably from Hadley, Massachusetts, about I69o furnishings of our ancestors, with the exception of those possessions brought with them from England, were necessarily rather rough and crude. However, as time elapsed houses assumed an air of permanence and more effort was devoted to their decoration. By the middle of the seventeenth century a few fortunate persons in these coastal towns were in a position to demand furniture of quality for their homes. In response to the demand it was only natural that along with the imported material there should arrive artisans and craftsmen equipped with the skill and ability to create products from our native woods that rivaled the furniture from the old world. New England furniture of the seventeenth century, which reflects the simplicity and austerity of its owners and shows a strong influence in tradition and style of the mother country, may not appeal to the tastes of today. Nevertheless it is hard to deny the charm and attractiveness of the early attempts at sophistication and ornamentation, the many variations of the turnings, the carved panels, rails and stiles, and the geometric placing of the moldings. All of this is well illustrated in some of our pieces-the dignified press cupboard, the bible box, and the small chest-on-frame. 
